
Our first trip: Chester  
 

On our first trip we went to Chester, which is an old Roman town in the north-

west of England. There we saw some old sights first and went shopping later. 

One of the sights were the Roman Gardens. These were first laid out in 1949 to 

display the many Roman building fragments that had been discovered in Chester 

during the previous century. In Roman times this area outside the south-east 

corner of the fortress served as a quarry. From at least 1781 until 1917 the 

northern part of the site was occupied by a day tobacco pipe factory. In 2000 the 

gardens were extended and redesigned to provide a route between the city 

centre and river. The steps and the central pathway through the garden 

represent the rod, and the coiling pathway is the serpent. 

 Another really interesting sight was the Eastgate and the Eastgate Bridge. Both 

of these sights are on the site of the original entrance to the Roman fortress. It´s 

a prominent land mark in the city and the most photographed clock in England 

after Big Ben. In 1898 a clock was added to the top of the gateway to celebrate 

the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria. The Eastgate Clock can be found on all 

four sides of the tower.  We also visited Chester Cathedral. 

 

 

It is located in the city of Chester and it is the mother church of the Diocese of 

Chester. The cathedral was formerly called “the abbey church of a Benedictine 

monastery, dedicated to Saint Werburgh” and is dedicated to Christ and the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. It has a length of 355 feet (108m) and a height of 127 feet 

(39m). The cathedral, like all English cathedrals modified many times, dates from 

between 1093 and the early 16th century, although the site itself may have been 

used for Christian worship since Roman times. All the major styles of English 



medieval architecture, from the Norman to Perpendicular, are represented in 

this building. The cathedral and former monastic buildings were extensively 

restored during the 19th century, and a free-standing 

bell-tower was added in the 20th century. In addition 

to holding services for Christian worship, the buildings 

are a major tourist attraction in Chester and the 

cathedral is used as a venue for concerts and 

exhibitions.  

After visiting all the interesting and beautiful sights we 

exchange students had some free time to visit Chester 

on our own, or to go shopping there. 
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